
A creation celebrating the Beethoven’s 250th birthday

choreography : Thierry Malandain
music : Ludwig van Beethoven

French premiere: 13 - 19 December 2019 - Chaillot-Théâtre national de la Danse - Paris
World premiere: 22 and 23 December 2019 - Theater Bonn - Germany
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Ballet for 22 dancers
Length 72 minutes

FRENCH PREMIERE 13 - 19 DECEMBER 2019 AT CHAILLOT, THÉÂTRE NATIONAL DE LA DANSE - PARIS
WORLD PREMIÈRE  22 AND 23 DECEMBER 2019 AT THEATER BONN – GERMANY

PASTORAL
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The Pastoral: This is of course Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s 6th Symphony with the well-

known epigraph of the manuscript “Pastoral 
Symphony, or Recollection of Country Life, 
which is more an expression of emotion than a 
descriptive painting”. Reflecting the composer’s 
ardent love for nature: “I am so happy once I 
can wander through the woods, thickets, trees 
and rocks! No man can love the countryside 
as much as I do” (1), apart from the birdsong 
and the storm, The Pastoral Symphony actually 
expresses feelings more than it imitates things. 
Filled with serenity and fundamentally idealistic, 
one can see a watermark of flower-covered 
paths from ancient pastoral landscapes, and 
the innocence and tranquillity of yesteryear. 
Or, hovering like a halo, the sacred dust of 
Athens, a city revered throughout the ages by 

the imagination of poets and artists for having 
created Beauty. Composed at the same time as 
the 5th  Symphony, which showed man’s struggle 
with destiny, by abandoning his emotional states 
to nature, Beethoven resurrected the Arcadia of 
the golden era in our minds: “a land of shepherds 
where we lived happily in love”. But can we 
deviate from reality? Paired with some motifs 
from The Ruins of Athens and Cantata Op. 112, 
entitled Meeresstille und Glückliche Fahrt (Calm 
Sea and Prosperous Voyage), in the footsteps of a 
wandering Companion, a kind of romantic hero, 
The Pastoral invokes Hellenic Antiquity, as a place 
of nostalgia and artistic perfection, from the pain 
of an endless desire to the bliss of the original 
light. 

Thierry Malandain
(1)Letter to Thérèse Malfatti, 1807
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His date of birth would remain a mystery to everyone, 
including him, but it is known that he was baptised 
on 17 December 1770 in Bonn, a city located within 
the Germanic Holy Roman Empire in the Cologne 
constituency.

He was a child prodigy like his idol, Mozart: precocious, 
a virtuoso, a great improviser and a skilled composer. 
Moreover, Ludwig’s father had him perform his first 
recital in 1778, at the age of 7, so that he would be 
recognised as the new Mozart…

In 1789, he enrolled in university to perfect his 
knowledge and reinforce his classical culture; he 
needed to nourish his imagination through contact 
with great literary texts and great poets. At the same 
time, he fully adhered forever to the new values of the 
French Revolution, to its humanist ideals of freedom 
and brotherhood. 

During his lifetime, he was considered as a bearer 
of tradition and the symbol of an everchanging 
modernness...

SOME FACTS ABOUT BEETHOVEN
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PRESS HIGHLIGHTS

A Beautiful Pastoral 
Thierry Malandain is one of the rare (and 
therefore cherished) French choreographers to 
take on, without crudely claiming so, a neo-
classical vocabulary that draws as much from 
the roots of our heritage as from the vertigo 
of his own burgeoning imagination. […] The 
choreographer is eager to lead us into a virtuous 
whirlwind where Ludwig’s Pastoral regains its 
prestige – that of the sublime. 

Ballroom, Bérengère Alfort, December 13, 
2019

La Pastorale 
The choreography is very dynamic, consisting of 
groups of dancers entering and exiting, evoking 
the most beautiful images of Greek art. Thierry 
Malandain gives preference to circular figures 
and spirals to make a peaceful world where 
everyone is in communion with one another. 
Snails, with their coiled shells, crossing the stage, 
symbolize it. […] But the cathartic purpose 
of the ballet’s central theme has achieved its 
outcome. Heaven opens with the notes from 
Beethoven’s Cantata, Op.112 - the jubilant 
dance by Malandain Ballet Biarritz concludes 
the performance, an undeniable success for 
its author Thierry Malandain, who has been 
reconfirmed as the head of the CCN-Malandain 
Ballet Biarritz until the 2024-25 Season. 

Chroniques de danse, Antonella Poli, 
December 13, 2019

Thierry Malandain Spellbound by La Pastorale 
Don’t miss La Pastorale by Thierry Malandain 
[…] The curtain opens to a metal structure cut 
into squares. With both crimping frames and 
emprisoning cages. A man stands in the middle 
- the excellent Hugo Layer, an androgynous 
body, a gesture cutting through space with a 
diamond, whose appearances will be watched 
for throughout this hour-long ballet. […] 
The result is a white ballet that is all the more 
beautiful and appealing because it is beautifully 
danced. The artist has fulfilled one of his duties 
– he has created beauty. 

Le Figaro, Ariane Bavelier, December 15, 2019  
 

La Pastorale by Thierry Malandain, A 
Magnificent and Poignant Journey
Between dreamlike Arcadia and overwhelming 
reality, Thierry Malandain and his 22 dancers 
provide a magnificent and poignant journey.  So 
many emotions and so much beauty in this new 
opus by Thierry Malandain! Superbly inventive, 
the writing covers mankind’s history full of 
tension and contrast that unfolds between the 
desire for beauty and the pain of living, between 
the dream of a harmonious world and the reality 
of a life with no horizon. […]  A kind of lookalike 
of the choreographer, Hugo Layer dances the 
part of this romantic character with breathtaking 
precision and self-confidence, which reveals 
a kind of implicit frailty.  […] Timeless, almost 
abstract, the dancing beautifully expresses the 
poignant paradoxes of human beings, from 
duets to ensemble movements. The costumes 
are splendid. […] The dance acquires a rather 
spiritual dimension that blocks the pettiness and 
sadness of the world. Patiently and scientifically 
shaped, it reveals a heart-wrenching beauty 
that nourishes the soul. 

La Terrasse, Agnès Santi, November 24, 2019 

La Pastorale Revisited by Malandain Ballet 
Biarritz
The city of Biarritz has one of the best dance 
companies in France. […] The ensembles and 
duets always come one after another with Thierry 
Malandain’s touch, who excels in this classical 
dance adapted to become contemporary. It 
all has a Hellenic side and sometimes even 
recollections of Nijinski’s Afternoon of a Faun. 
The dancers’ quest seems relentless and their 
gestures, going beyond conventionalism, glorify 
the body’s sensual strength. Here we are faced 
with an impossible quest where everyone can 
take part according to their own imagination. 
A very beautiful ballet that juxtaposes lyrical 
periods and others that are much more intimate. 

Le Figaro Magazine, François Delétraz, 
December 7, 2019
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From Sensitive to Intelligible
This masterpiece provides the 20 dancers of 
the Malandain Ballet Biarritz with a splendid 
challenge, whose classical and expressive 
precision are gladly observed. […] Its message 
goes far, since it dares, at last, to affirm a quest 
for beauty, and even more than beauty, the idea 
of beauty, that was dear to Plato. One lovingly 
tastes this outdoor atmosphere, glorified by the 
light tunics designed by Jorge Gallardo, which 
erases the genders, all being only emanations 
of a virtual world, without differences, although 
male love is visibly favoured here – it’s in Greece! 
A bright performance both intelligent and 
graceful, to be considered among Malandain’s 
greatest, more than his last ones, which for that 
matter he carried out with his customary brio. 
Unquestionably more inspired, it bears more of 
the mark of what we believe we perceive from 
our own search, namely order in freedom and 
freedom in order. At least that’s what you get 
out of it. 

Concertclassic, Jacqueline Thuilleux, 
December 17, 2019

La Pastorale by Thierry Malandain 
The nature of genius. Thierry Malandain’s 
creation, La Pastorale, is devoted to Beethoven’s 
idea of nature. But with a great mastery of his 
resources, by multiplying the perspectives, 
the choreographer ends up portraying the 
composer, as he is himself, in a very sensitive 
way. […] all performed by a company that has 
become absolutely remarkable over the years in 
its precision and accuracy. Consequently, this is 
sheer Malandain that evokes Beethoven on the 
250th anniversary of German genius’s birth.  

Danser Canal Historique, Philippe Verrièle, 
December 19, 2019

PRESS HIGHLIGHTS
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